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U.S. Geological Survey 
Water Resources Division 
316 N. Park 

Helena, MT 59601 


Gentlemen: 


Enclosed is the Final Environmental Impact Statement for the 
Eastside No. 2 Sanitary Sewer Outfall Main. 


Comments were received from five agencies on the Draft State- 
ment. These comments are included and were responded to in this 


Final Statement. 


No objections to the project were receiyed during the environ- 
mental review period. 


We appreciate the time you have spent in reviewing these en- 
vironmental impact statements and thank you for your efforts. 


Yours very truly, 






aa & i 
a AEGAN 
Richdrd A. Nisbet, P.E. 
Direétor of Public Utilities 
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ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT 
EASTSIDE NO. 2 SANITARY SEWER OUTFALL MAIN 


SUMMARY 


I. TYPE OF STATEMENT 
Draft ___x__ Final Environmental Impact Statement 


Il. APPLICANT 
City of Helena 
Civic Center 
Helena, Montana 59601 
Tel. 406/442-9920 


I. CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 
Al Thelen, City Manager 
City of Helena 
Helena, Montana 59601 


IV. CONTACT OFFICER 
Richard A. Nisbet 
Director of Public Utilities 
City of Helena 
Helena, Montana 59601 
Tel. 406/442-9920 


V. DESCRIPTION OF PROJECT 

This project consists of installing 7,300 feet of sanitary sewer main varying in 
diameter from 12-inch to 24-inch. The proposed sanitary sewer main is an extension 
of an existing main, and will tie into a major outfall main 24-inches in diameter that 
was installed in November of 1975. Census enumeration districts that are affected by 
the project are ED 38 and a portion of ED’s 42 and 16. There are no other federally 
supported activities in the area. 


VI. SUMMARY OF ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT 

The project, on balance, will benefit the human and natural environment more 
than the adverse effects will detract from the environment. Adverse effects are pri- 
marily related to construction activities. 


VII. SUMMARY OF ALTERNATIVES 

Alternatives to the project that were considered include: (1) alternate location, 
(2) alternate method of wastewater disposal, (3) no improvements, and (4) expanded 
facility. 


VIII. FEDERAL, STATE AND LOCAL AGENCIES FROM WHICH 
COMMENTS WERE REQUESTED: 
Media: 
Independent Record 
KCAP 
KBLL 
KTCM-TV 
KMTX 
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Local: 
County Commissioners 
Budget & Evaluation Department - City of Helena 
Mayor - City of Helena 
Mayor - City of East Helena 
School Board 
Morrison - Maierle, Inc. 
Tobin Land Co. 
Diehl Development Co. 
St. Peter’s Hospital 
Citizen’s Advisory Council 


State: 
State Clearinghouse - Budget & Program Planning 
Environmental Quality Council 
Department of State Lands 
Department of Health & Envionmental Sciences 
Department of Agriculture 
Department of Fish & Game 
Department of Highways - Preconstruction Division 
Department of Natural Resources & Conservation 
Lt. Governor’s Office 
Department of Community Affairs - Economic Development Division 
Department of Community Affairs - Montana Poverty Council 


Federal: 
Department of Housing and Urban Development 
Council on Environmental Quality 
U.S. Forest Service, Missoula 
Department of Health, Education & Welfare 
Post Office 
Economic Development Administration 
Environmental Protection Agency 
U.S. Geological Survey - Water Resources Division 
Water Quality Administration 
Department of the Interior 
Department of Agriculture 


Other: 
Railroad - Burlington Northern, Inc. 
Documents - Montana State Library 


IX. IMPACT STATEMENT MADE AVAILABLE 
The Final Environmental Impact Statement was made available to CEQ and the 
public on April 27, 1977. 
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ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT 
HUD PROJECT NO. 76-12 
HELENA, MONTANA 


EASTSIDE NO. 2 SANITARY SEWER OUTFALL MAIN 


DESCRIPTION OF PROJECT 


A. PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION 

This project consists of installing 7,300 feet of sanitary sewer main vary- 
ing in diameter from 12-inch to 24-inch to serve developments now occurring 
in the southeast part of the Helena urban area (see project mapin Appendix A). 
The proposed sanitary sewer main is an extension of an existing main, and will 
tie into a major outfall main 24-inches in diameter that was installed in Novem- 
ber of 1975. 

The area to be served is within the City and County Planning Boards’ juris- 
diction. Development in the area has been done according to a comprehensive 


plan, and in cooperation with the City and County Planning Boards. 


B. PURPOSE 

The proposed project is being contemplated because of development now 
occurring in the area that will require a sanitary sewer facility. Planned devel- 
opment for the area will also require the use of the facility, and septic tanks 


now in use will be phased out as the sanitary sewer is constructed. 


C. NATURE OF PROJECT 

The sanitary sewer main had a preliminary budget of $215,000 to be 
funded as follows: (1) $100,000 from the State of Montana for the Depart- 
ment of Highways Complex, (2) $43,000 from a private development com- 
pany, (3) $72,000 from the City (grant from a HUD Community Development 
Block Grant Program under Title I of the Housing and Community Develop- 
ment Act of 1974). A more recent preliminary engineering estimate has estab- 
lished a cost of $250,000 for the project. As of this date, the determination of 
who will fund the additional $35,000 has not been made. 
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ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT 
EASTSIDE NO. 2 SANITARY SEWER OUTFALL MAIN 


DESCRIPTION OF PROJECT (Con’t) 


The design of the project will be done by a private consulting engineering 
firm under the direction of the City of Helena, and the project will be competi- 
tively bid to qualified area contractors. The City’s Engineering Department 
will be in charge of construction inspection. 

The sanitary sewer main will be part of the sewer system transporting sani- 
tary sewerage to the recently expanded and improved wastewater treatment 
plant. 

The sanitary sewer main will serve approximately 1,265 acres of new and 
existing development including the new Montana State Department of High- 
ways Complex, approximately 900 units of residential construction, and lim- 
ited commercial development. In addition, the City has intentions of annexing 
property to the east of the sanitary sewer main. A portion of this area will 
probably be served by the proposed sanitary sewer main by means of a pump- 


ing station and a force main. 


IMPACT ON THE HUMAN ENVIRONMENT 


A. COMMUNITY INTEREST 

The proposed project will permit the developed area in the neighborhood 
of the sanitary sewer main to utilize the new facility without exceeding the 
capacity of existing sewer mains or being required to resort to septic tanks or 
other types of on-site disposal. The proposed sanitary sewer main will also 
serve an area adjacent to the City that is planned for residential development as 


shown on the Helena Comprehensive Plan. 


B. PUBLIC HEARINGS AND CONTROVERSIAL ELEMENTS 
A number of public hearings have been held for projects which this facil- 


ity will serve. Public hearings have been held at the regular legislative session 
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ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT 
EASTSIDE NO. 2 SANITARY SEWER OUTFALL MAIN 


IMPACT ON THE HUMAN ENVIRONMENT (Con’t) 


for the Department of Highways Building. Public hearings have also been held 
for the Helena - East Helena Highway, and the subdivisions in the area. 

There has been no known controversy associated with the proposed sani- 
tary sewer main. 

Because of the lack of controversy and the number of public hearings held 
on the projects in the area, the City of Helena is not intending to hold a public 
hearing. If the responses to the Notice of Intent or Draft EIS indicate contro- 


versy that has not previously been exposed, a public hearing will be held. 


C. USE OF FACILITY 

The sanitary sewer project has been proposed to allow the planned growth 
for the area southeast of Helena to occur. The facility will be utilized to: (1) 
supplement an existing sewer main currently near capacity, (2) for the new De- 
partment of Highways Complex, and (3) for other development under con- 
struction or planned. Also, some sewage will be diverted to the new sanitary 


sewer main from sewers that are currently overloaded. 


D. FUTURE DEVELOPMENT PLANS 

The proposed facility is sufficient to accommodate development plans for 
the foreseeable future. The primary type of development proposed for this 
area is residential development. However, the service area also includes some 
commercial and manufacturing developments, and the new Highway Depart- 
ment Complex in addition to residential development. 

An area east of the City proposed for annexation will also be partially 
served by the proposed sanitary sewer main. 


E. AESTHETIC AND VISUAL EFFECTS 
The installation of the sanitary sewer will preclude the need for septic 
tanks and potential environmental difficulties that may arise due to them, as 
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ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT 
EASTSIDE NO. 2 SANITARY SEWER OUTFALL MAIN 


IMPACT ON THE HUMAN ENVIRONMENT (Con’t) 


well as potential health hazards. The sanitary sewer main will be entirely under- 
ground except for at-grade manholes, and will have negligible aesthetic and 
visual impact. 

During the construction operations, there will be construction equipment, 
trenches, dirt piles, and other standard elements of construction that will be 


visible. 


F. SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC EFFECTS 

The proposed facility will increase the population of the area, and will af- 
fect need for community services. Land values will increase, and economic 
activity in the area will increase as a result of providing the sanitary sewer facil- 
ity as well as other utilities. Land use planning for the area has considered 
these effects and provisions for their impact have been included in the planning 


process. 


G. RELOCATION OF PERSONS 
There will be no displacement of persons, and consequently, no relocation 


provisions are required. 


H. LAND USE AND ZONING 

The area within the City limits is zoned, and the proposed facility is with- 
in the intent of the zoning (see Zoning Map in appendix). 

The area outside of the City limits is under a comprehensive plan. Future 
land uses in the area have been established as part of a comprehensive land use 
planning process. The proposed facility is compatible with the project land 


use. 
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II. 


ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT 
EASTSIDE NO. 2 SANITARY SEWER OUTFALL MAIN 


IMPACT ON THE NATURAL ENVIRONMENT 


A. PARKS AND RECREATION AREAS 

There are no recreation areas or parks that will be affected by the con- 
struction operation associated with the proposed facility. The increased popu- 
lation in the area will require additional parks and recreation areas. These pro- 
visions are being made as part of the park requirements as required under state 


and local subdivision laws. 


B. HISTORICAL SITES/ARCHEOLOGICAL RESOURCES 
There are no historical or archeological sites that will be affected by the 


proposed project. 


C. AREAS OF UNIQUE INTEREST OR SCENIC BEAUTY 
There are no areas of unique interest or scenic beauty other than the 


beauty of the natural scenery that will be affected by the proposed project. 


D. PUBLIC LAND INVOLVEMENT 
The only public land that is involved is the land owned by the State of 
Montana on part of which the state is constructing a Highway Department 


Complex. The proposed facility will serve the Highway Department Complex. 


E. AQUATIC OR MARINE LIFE 

Aquatic life will not be directly affected by the proposed project. How- 
ever, sewerage collected by the proposed facility flows to a sewage treatment 
plant where the sewerage receives secondary treatment. The treatment plant 
effluent then is discharged and eventually flows to Lake Helena. It is not felt 
that the facility will contribute materially to aquatic pollution in light of the 


treatment of the sewerage. 
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IV. 


ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT 
EASTSIDE NO. 2 SANITARY SEWER OUTFALL MAIN 


IMPACT ON THE NATURAL ENVIRONMENT (Con’t) 


F. DRAINAGE 

The proposed project in itself will not materially affect the natural drain- 
age of the area. However, other improvements such as streets and building de- 
velopment will affect the natural drainage. The drainage has been considered in 
the overall development plan for the area and provisions have been made for 
storm drains, surface drainage, and natural channel drainage for storm runoff in 


the service area of the project. 


G. WILDLIFE AND WATERFOWL 

The proposed facility will in itself not materially affect wildlife habitat. 
However, in conjunction with the development affiliated with the proposed 
project, wildlife habitat now used for coyote, hawk, and songbird will no lon- 


ger be available. 


H. AIR AND WATER 

The air quality will not be materially affected by the project. 

Treatment of the sewerage at the Helena sewer treatment plant will render 
the wastewater carried by the facility to be suitable for discharge. 


I. FLOOD PLAIN HAZARDS 
The land to be served by the proposed facility is not within any flood 
plain, and there is essentially no possibility of flooding as a result of being in a 


flood plain. 


ALTERNATES TO THE PROPOSED ACTION 


A. ALTERNATE LOCATIONS 

In view of the area to be served by the proposed sewer main, and the de- 
velopment occurring in that area, an alternate location in another area would 
not be an acceptable solution. 
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ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT 
EASTSIDE NO. 2 SANITARY SEWER OUTFALL MAIN 





ALTERNATES TO THE PROPOSED ACTION (Con’t) 


The exact location of the sewer main within the area has been determined 
by an engineering study to best serve the area. Plans and specifications are on 
file at the City Engineer’s Office in Helena, 

Based on the above discussion, the proposed location is considered to be 


the only logical location. 


B. ALTERNATE IMPROVEMENTS 

Consideration has been given to providing on-site wastewater treatment. 
Because of the amount of wastewater to be generated by the proposed develop- 
ments, and the inherent superiority of sewage treatment plants over on-site 
treatment under current technology, the decision to install a collection system 
was considered to be the alternative with the least adverse environmental im- 


pact. 


C. NO IMPROVEMENT 

The alternate of not providing any improvement is comparable to the al- 
ternate of on-site disposal of wastewater discussed in Item B above. If no sew- 
erage collection is installed, the area will proliferate with on-site disposal sys- 
tems; primarily septic tanks. The proposed collection system is considered a 


better alternative. 


D. EXPANDED FACILITY 
The proposed sewer main is designed for growth of the area for the fore- 
seeable future. To provide facilities in excess of those needed would be a waste 


of resources, and would result in a greater adverse environmental impact. 
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ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT 
EASTSIDE NO. 2 SANITARY SEWER OUTFALL MAIN 


UNAVOIDABLE ADVERSE ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS 


A. CONFLICTING PUBLIC INTERESTS 

As far as can be determined, there are no known conflicting public in- 
terests that would preclude the installation of the Eastside No. 2 Sanitary 
Sewer Outfall Main. Public hearings held for subdivisions in the area or for the 
Highway Department Complex have not indicated any opposition for a sewer 


main in the area proposed. 


B. PUBLIC LANDS 

The proposed project will cross land owned by the State of Montana, De- 
partment of Highways. However, the sewer main will be underground, and 
construction of the main will have little effect on the Department of Highways 
land. In addition, the Department of Highways Complex is to be served by the 
facility and they are contributing to the funding of the project. The Depart- 
ment of Highways has been kept informed of the proposed construction, and 
has not voiced any objection. 


No other public lands are affected by the project. 


C. AIR, WATER, AND NOISE POLLUTION 

(1) Air Pollution 

The adverse effects of the proposed improvements would be no more 
significant than for any other similar project, of which several are being 
done in the City. Air quality is further protected by the review of con- 
struction plans and specifications by the State Department of Health and 
Environmental Sciences, Air Quality Bureau. Because of construction re- 
quirements and the above-mentioned safeguards, air quality is not ex- 
pected to suffer significant degradation. 
(2) Noise Pollution 

It is not expected that noise levels during construction will exceed 
acceptable standards, and consequently, noise is not expected to be an en- 


vironmental problem for this project. 
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ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT 
EASTSIDE NO. 2 SANITARY SEWER OUTFALL MAIN 


Vv. UNAVOIDABLE ADVERSE ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS (Con’t) 


(3) Water Pollution 

No adverse effects on water quality are expected during construction 
of the sewer main since there are no streams near the project and ground- 
water is not a problem. There are beneficial effects on water quality ex- 
pected because of the thorough treatment of the sewerage at the waste- 


water treatment plant in lieu of on-site disposal. 


D. LOSS OF HABITAT AND OPEN SPACE 

This project in itself will not cause significant loss of habitat and open 
space. However, commitments of resources on prior projects which this facility 
will serve has caused significant loss of habitat and open space. These prior 
commitments including subdivisions, improvement to the U.S. 12 Highway, 
and the Department of Highways Complex, have met the legal requirements for 


environmental assessments. 


VI. SHORT-TERM EFFECT ON THE ENVIRONMENT 


A. CONSTRUCTION ACTIVITIES 

It is anticipated that the project will be constructed in one construction 
season with a construction period of about 120 days. During construction 
activities, the area immediately surrounding the location of the sewer main will 
be disrupted due to excavation and installation of the sewer pipe and appurte- 
nant facilities. Dust may be generated during some elements of the construc- 
tion activities, but will be kept to a minimum by specification constraints on 
the contractor. All construction methods employed on the project will con- 
form to Montana Pollution Standards. After construction, the facility will be 
entirely underground except for at-grade manhole covers. It is concluded that 


there will be minimal short-term effects on the natural environment. 
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SHORT—TERM_ EFFECT ON THE ENVIRONMENT (Con’t) 


B. OTHER SHORT-TERM EFFECTS 
The human environment will be benefited by providing employment dur- 
ing design and construction of the facility, and contributing to the economy of 


the area. This is considered to be a beneficial effect. 


LONG—TERM BENEFITS 


A. HUMAN BENEFITS 

The human environment will benefit from the proposed project because it 
will provide a facility contributing to proper development of the area. The 
sewer main will provide an efficient and healthful method of collecting and dis- 
posing of wastes generated by a number of people living and working in a lim- 
ited area. Without this facility, there is a greater chance of health hazards and 
the development of an undesirable environment due to unacceptable alternate 
methods of waste disposal. The effect on the human environment is concluded 


to be very favorable. 


B. ECOLOGICAL BENEFITS 

By providing such facilities as the proposed sewer main, it is possible to 
concentrate a greater number of people in a smaller area. Without this facility, 
development of greater land area would be required to accommodate the same 
number of people. This use of less land area for development will leave greater 


land area in a natural state, and consequently will be beneficial to the ecology. 


C. ECONOMIC BENEFITS 

The proposed facility will provide opportunities for purchasing of supplies 
and materials from local businesses and building construction by local contrac- 
tors. The proposed sewer main is considered to have a favorable economic im- 


pact on the area. 
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Vill. IRREVERSIBLE AND IRRETRIEVABLE COMMITMENTS 
OF RESOURCES 


A. NATURAL RESOURCES 

The only resources that are irreversible and irretrievable are the materials 
used in the construction of the project and the energy needed for the installa- 
tion. Although the land is committed for the project, this is not considered to 


be an irreversible commitment since the facility will be primarily underground. 


B. HUMAN RESOURCES 
The labor to manufacture the materials used in the project, and the effort 
required to install the facility are the human resources committed to the pro- 


ject. 


IX. CUMMULATIVE IMPACT 


The cummulative impact of the project is that it will benefit the environment 
rather than adversely affect it. Although there are some commitments of both human 
and natural resources and some environmental impact expected, on balance, the sav- 
ings in land due to concentrated development and the superior method of waste dis- 
posal at a treatment plant result in the project being more beneficial to the environ- 


ment than detrimental. The proposed project is clearly superior to any alternatives. 


X. PROBLEMS, OBJECTIONS, AND COMMENTS 


To date, no problems or objections have been received. Comments from five 
agencies have been received and responses made. These agencies are: (1) Montana 
Historical Society, (2) Montana Department of Highways, (3) U.S. Department of 
Health, Education and Welfare, (4) Montana Department of Health and Environ- 
mental Sciences, and (5) the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency. Copies of the 


comments and responses are contained on the following pages. 
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STATE OF MONTANA 
DEPARTMENT OF HIGHWAYS — 


Wytntesngumssy pet SONNE Si nS ee HONE, an A ee SS 


Hf ANDERSON 


HELENA, MONTANA 5960! DIRECTOR OF HIGHWAYS 


March a LOT 7 IN REPLY REFER TO: 
City of Helena 
ged Diptera 6 On tas t5ide 
ce : Nov) 2 Sanitary Sewer 
ee Outfall Main 

Richard A. Nisbet, P. E., as es 

Director of Public Utilities wpe 

City of Helena, Montana 3 


Civic Center 
Helena, Montana 59601 


Dear Mr. Nisbet: 


This is to furnish comment on the subject February 14, 1977 Draft 
Environmental Impact Statement transmitted by your February 21, 1977 letter. 
We will confine our comments to those concerning the effect the facilities 
will have on highway facilities. 


On page 9, mention should be made of the manner in which traffic 
should be maintained during construction. On Figures No. 1, 2, and 3 the 
routing of Federal-Aid Urban Route 5816 should be down 18th St., not 20th 
St. and Route 5806 adjusted accordingly. 


Further expansion of the discussion concerning right-of-way needs 
for the project should be made. 


Any easements, etc. required from the Department of Highways arising 
out of the construction of the project are being coordinated with our Right-of- 
Way Bureau. We have notified them concerning possible conflicts with highway 
construction in the area. 


Very truly yours, 


H. J. ANDERSON 
DIRECTOR OF HIGHWAYS 
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MONTANA DEPARTMENT OF HIGHWAYS 


RESPONSE TO COMMENTS 


Paragraph 2 

The proposed sewer main passes under two major highways, Interstate 15 and 
U.S. 12. Traffic on Interstate 15 will not be disturbed because the main will be 
jacked under the interstate highway resulting in no surface disturbance of the high- 
way driving lanes. Traffic on U.S. 12 will be maintained through construction activi- 
ties by excavating one-half of the road at a time, installing the main, backfilling, then 
excavating and installing the main on the remaining one-half of the road. Encroach- 
ment permits for both of these crossings have been obtained from the Montana De- 
partment of Highways. The remaining installation will occur in areas where no roads 
currently exist or on dirt roads with virtually no traffic. All traffic control by the 
contractor will meet the requirements of Part VI, Traffic Controls for Street and 
Highway Construction and Maintenance Operations of the Manual on Uniform Traf- 
fic Control Devices. 

The routing of Federal-Aid Urban Routes 5816 and 5806 has been reviewed 
with the Helena City Engineer’s Office and the Planning Bureau of the Department of 
Highways. It has been determined that the routing shown on Figures 1, 2, and 3 is 
correct. There has been some discussion on changing the routing to 18th Street to 
correspond to the new Highway Department complex access to U.S. 12, but as of the 


date of this final E.I.S. the official routing is as shown on the figures in this report. 


Paragraph 3 

All construction of the sewer main will fall within dedicated right-of-way streets 
except for the following installation and maintenance easements: (1) a 20-foot wide 
easement 332 feet in length in the Burlington Northern Railroad property near Blaine 
Street, (2) a 20-foot wide easement 776 feet in length across the Montana Depart- 
ment of Highways’ property from Station 104+65 on Interstate 15 to 18th Street, 
and (3) a 20-foot wide easement from Diehl Development Company. All easements 
have been secured, and all right-of-way is available to construct this project. 
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DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH, EDUCATION, AND WELFARE 
REGION VIII 
FEDERAL OFFICE BUILDING 
19TH AND STOUT STREETS 


DENVER, COLORADO aobbhs/ 
80294 


March 23, 1977 


Richard A. Nisbet, P.E. 
Director of Public Utilities 
Public Utilities Division 
Civic Center 

Helena, Montana 59601 


Dear Mr. Nisbet: 

Thank you for the opportunity to review the draft environmental impact 
statement for the Eastside No. 2 Sanitary Sewer Outfall Main to be 
constructed in Helena, Montana. 


It appears that the impacts expected to result from the proposed pro- 
ject and reasonable alternatives thereto have been adequately addressed. 


Sincerely yours, 


Av in oe OLS 
/ “Acting Regional Director 





ea: 
Office of Environmental Affairs 
HEW, Washington, D.C. 


Council of Environmental Quality 


Washington, D.C. (2 copies) 
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U.S. DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH, EDUCATION & WELFARE 


RESPONSE TO COMMENTS 


No response necessary. 










Va | «Sonar Ate Toa’ t Larvae wy 
aN pres DAT Re b ACI , 


w 
~_ 


ALIN £ AM FAR 


ae ) | ‘eyaauee 8 


im } me | | i | | is 


‘ ae | AB 





CY 
iv? 


) Sas 


(Be 
-%, wy 
hand EnvironmentakSciences 


TATE OF MONTANA HELENA, MONTANA 59501 : 





P\ Departmental Hea 


prey Environmental Sciences Division WTR SNK 
beep Board of Health Building ReGen, M.D. 
AoE | Ee (406) 449-3946 Acting Director 


March 15, 1977 
age AECEIVED 


MAR 1 7 1977 
Al Thelen, GLby. Manager | CITY MANAGER 
City of Helena CITY OF HELENA 


Civic Center 
Helena, Mr 59601 


Dear Al: 


The Air and Water Quality Bureaus and the Subdivision Bureau, ~ 
Montana Department of Health and Environmental Sciences, reviewed the 
City of Helena's environmental impact statement (EIS) on the Eastside 
No. 2 Sanitary Sewer Outfall Main and had no formal comments. 


However, the Water Quality Bureau would like to have copies of any 
comments the city receives from other sources. 


Don Willems, Chief of the Water Quality Bureau, said the bureau 
will not issue an approval for the sewer until the EIS process has 
been completed. 


Thank you for giving us an opportunity to review the impact 
statement. 


Sincerely, 


Je M 


Thomas M. Ellerhotfe£ 
Technical Writer 


TMs 2 dmg 

cc: B. Wake 
D. Willems ‘ €: 
E. Casne 


M. Roach 
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MONTANA DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH & ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCES 


RESPONSE TO COMMENTS 


Paragraph 2 
A copy of the Final Environmental Impact Statement containing all comments 


received will be sent to the Montana Department of Health and Environmental Sci- 


ences. 
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UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 


(@) 
NV agenc’ 


REGION VIII 
1860 LINCOLN STREET 
DENVER, COLORADO 80203 


“te prc 
APR 8 1977 


Ref: 8W-EE <0 


Miro Richard A. Nisbet. PE. 
Director of Public Utilities ot 
Public Utilities Division . Na 
Civic Center san 
Helena, Montana 59601 Sal 


Dear Mr. Nisbet: 


Thank you for the opportunity to review the draft environmental impact 
Statement for the Eastside No. 2 Sanitary Outfall Main for Helena, 
Montana. Based on the information presented, we do not have any objec- 
tions to the proposed project. We do not believe, however, that the draft 
statement contains sufficient information on which to adequately assess 
potential impacts. 


Subject areas that should be discussed in more detail are those related 
to the following: 


(1) present use of the land to be affected (agricultural, 
present number of dwellings and population) ; 


(2) mature and extent of wildlife habitat and open space 
losses. 


Under EPA's rating system for draft environmental impact statements this 
statement is rated LO-2 (lack of objections - insufficient information). 
If you have any questions, please contact this office. 


Sincerely yours, 





. Green 
Regional Administrator 
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U.S. ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 


RESPONSE TO COMMENTS 


Paragraph 2 - Item 1 

The present land use in the project area is basically vacant land not used for agri- 
culture or other productive purposes (see pictures at end of report). There is some 
commercial use along U.S. 12, some industrial use north of U.S. 12, a small mobile 
home park south of U.S. 12 and east of the sewer main, and a few scattered resi- 
dences north of U.S. 12. A list of the development within the project area is as fol- 
lows: Department of Highways complex (under construction), 22-unit mobile home 
park, interstate and primary highway, motel, outdoor theater, ready-mix concrete 
plant, marine store, body shop, two storage sheds, and five residences in poor and 
very poor condition. Residential population within the project area is estimated at 75 
persons. None of the developed areas will be disrupted or be relocated by the installa- 


tion of the sewer main. 


Paragraph 2 - Item 2 

The summary statements contained in the Environmental Impact Statement 
were based on a comprehensive land use capability study done for the Diehl Develop- 
ment Company by a group of natural scientists from the University of Montana at 
Missoula. The report was too voluminous to include in the E.I.S. Contained in the 
study were detailed analyses on biophysical characteristics, geology, soils, slope, cli- 
mate, potential pollution, drainage, erosion, and wildlife. This study is available in 
very limited numbers, but could be examined by interested parties at the office of 
Diehl Development Company in Helena, Montana. 

The method used to evaluate the impact on wildlife habitat and open space was 
to superimpose the proposed project over the ecological characteristics of the area as 
described in the land capability report. An interpretation of the effect of the project 


was then made and summarized in the Environmental Impact Statement. 
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To clarify the depth of the investigations made, it should be noted that substan- 
tial effort was spent on establishing an approach to the E.I.S. The major impacts in 
the area are caused by other factors such as reconstruction of U.S. 12 from a 2-lane to 
a 4-lane facility, the construction of a large Highway Department complex, and sev- 
eral large subdivisions that have alreay been accepted. It did not appear reasonable to 
burden this project with the total environmental assessment of these previously com- 
mitted and more environmentally significant projects. Consequently, the approach 
taken on the environmental assessment for the sewer main was to evaluate the addi- 
tional impact of the sewer main project above and beyond the impact of previously 
committed projects that had already met the legal requirements for environmental as- 
sessment. On this basis of evaluation, the proposed sewer main has very little detri- 
mental impact on wildlife habitat and open space. 

The approach described above has been discussed by telephone with the En- 


vironmental Evaluation Branch of EPA in Denver. 
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MONTANA HISTORICAL SOGIETY 


225 NORTH ROBERTS STREET «+ (406) 449-2694 +* HELENA, MONTANA 59601 





April 12, 1977 


Mr. Bob Peccia 

Daily-Peccia and Associates 
No. 1 Last Chance Gulch 
Helena, Montana 59601 


Re: Eastside No. 2 
Sanitary Sewer 
Outfall Main - Helena 
Dear Mr. Peccia: 


Pursuant to your request we have reviewed the Environmental Impact 
Statement for the above referenced project proposal. 


This will advise your office that we foresee no adverse effect upon 
historic or archaeologic resources as a result of the proposed 
development as described in your plans. 


Thank you for the opportunity to comment upon the plans and statement. 





en Korte 
tate Historic Preservation Officer 
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MONTANA HISTORICAL SOCIETY 


RESPONSE TO COMMENTS 


No response necessary. 
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XI. RECOMMENDED ACTION 

On the basis of the environmental investigations and assessments contained in 
this report, it is concluded that the project is beneficial when evaluated according to 
its cummulative effect on the natural and human environment. It is therefore recom- 
mended that the Eastside No. 2 Sanitary Sewer Outfall Main be approved for con- 


struction. 
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E.L.S. FOR EASTSIDE NO. 2 SANITARY SEWER OUTFALL MAIN 





PICTURE NO. 1 


Sanitary sewer location viewed from the east end of Broadway looking east. 
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PICTURE NO. 2 


Sanitary sewer location viewed from U.S. Highway 12 looking north 
along 18th Street. 
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